Save the Date to school district staff

Email to: 
SD Transportation directors
SD Business leaders
SD comms directors

Subject: Save the Date – School Bus Driver Appreciation Day on February 18, 2026

Hello [Name/Team],

We hope your school year is off to a strong start. We’re reaching out to share a Save the Date for an important statewide celebration:

School Bus Driver Appreciation Day
Wednesday, February 18, 2026

Each year, Minnesota recognizes the dedication and professionalism of the school bus drivers who safely transport nearly 700,000 students to and from school and activities every day. These drivers are often the first and last school-related adults students see, and they play a crucial role in supporting student well-being, attendance, and success.

Many districts choose to mark this day with activities such as:
· Morning breakfasts or grab-and-go treats for drivers
· A small reception or recognition ceremony
· Notes or artwork from students
· Social-media spotlights or videos
· A proclamation or formal board recognition
· Thank-you signage at the bus garage or bus loop

If your district is considering an event, celebration, or public recognition this year, we encourage you to begin planning now. We will also share additional statewide materials and sample proclamations as we get closer to February.

Thank you for all your district does to support student transportation and the drivers who serve your families every day.

Please let us know if you’d like sample language, media templates, or ideas to help you recognize your drivers on February 18.

Warm regards,

Leslie Rosedahl
On behalf of the Minnesota School Bus Operators Association
and the Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation
